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MESSAGE

FROM THE OFFICER-IN-CHARGE
SOUTH AFRICAN
NAVAL MUSEUM
The writer Robert Brault said, “Enjoy
the little things in life, for one day you will
realize, they were the big things.” The South
African Naval Museum has through the
years, achieved a host of seemingly “small
things”, especially in the bigger scheme of
Fleet activities, but in time this has truly
added up to be worthwhile and meaningful
achievements.
Time and life goes by so quickly that we
seldom create moments to stop and really
look back at all these achievements. The
idea to produce a museum year book, for
the first time is therefore something we
intend to continue henceforth.
It has already been eight years since I
reported for duty as the Officer-in-Charge
of the South African Naval Museum in
Simon’s Town. In those eight years the
museum has achieved a lot. The opening
of the Transformation Display in 2015, the
Arctic Convoy Display in 2016, the upgrade
of the library and archives and the recent
book launch for Project Tshintsha stand out
as the most noteworthy achievements.

But, the one success that I am the proudest
of, is that the museum has become, truly
internalised – recognised amongst our
own people – we have become “the Navy’s
Museum”. This we have done; among
other things; by promoting ourselves as
the “Memory of the Fleet”, widening our
footprint to provide a relevant service to
the Fleet and the Navy – to prove that a
museum has a place and a function.
In a wider regard, the museum’s
prominence has been raised through
the educational function we offer, with
many individuals, school tours and
groups visiting us on a daily basis. We
have maintained a monthly return of
about 1200 visitors per month, while the
December holiday period always ensures a
peak of around 3000 visitors.
I am also glad to observe a steady increase
in the donation of historical items to our
museum. This is an indication of the trust
the public has placed in us, as a reputable
heritage institution.

The future holds much promise and the
addition of the historic racing yacht
Voortrekker will be the most important
activity of 2020. The addition of several
other small craft, such as a Vredenburger
workboat, a Marine Tender that dates
back to the Second World War and other
smaller redundant weapon systems to our
collection are all dependent on additional
exhibition-space that must be allocated to
us. We remain hopeful.
The staff of the SA Naval Museum is an
enthusiastic group of navy people who;
remain dedicated to their task – they do
their best within their means. We remain
thankful for the support that Flag Officer
Commanding Naval Base Simon’s Town,
R Adm (JG) Joseph Dlamini and Flag Officer
Fleet, R Adm Bubele Mhlana have provided
during this year.
Commander Leon Steyn
Officer-in-Charge
South African Naval Museum
December 2019

FUNCTIONS OF
THE MUSEUM

South African Naval Museum Staff 2019

Front from left to right: CPO Marc Zeeman, WO1 Harry Croome, Cdr Leon Steyn, Esn Arno Cronje, WO2 Beverley Beukes
Back from left to right: CPO Martin Venter, PO Yumna Phillips, AB Conrad du Plooy
Absent: CPO Harry Monyepao, PO Precious Mohlala, Mrs “Mama” Ntshobololo

South African Naval Museum Values:
M = Morale U = Uniformity S = Safekeeping
E = Excellence U = Understanding
M = Memorable

JANUARY 2019

SAN Museum today.

SA Naval Museum Awarded
Tripadvisor Certificate of
Excellence for 2018.
TripAdvisor is an interactive travel website, with more than 315 million reviewers and
over 500 million reviews of hotels, restaurants, attractions and other travel-related
businesses. The SA Naval Museum in Simon’s Town received very positive reviews during
the last few years and has steadily climbed the rankings to the # 2 spot of things to do in
Simon’s Town, receiving a Certificate of Excellence in 2017 and 2018 from TripAdvisor.
This shows the positive experience of visitors to the museum, mainly thanks to the extra
effort put in by the front desk and tour guides of the SA Naval Museum (CPO Marc
Zeeman, PO Precious Mohlala and AB Conrad du Plooy).

30 January 2019:
DONATIONS
50 Years ago, the Dockyard 50 ton crane,
also known as the “Goliath Crane” went
into action. Mr Leslie “Les” Dawe (90 years
old) was the engineer who designed and
oversaw the construction of the crane.
He visited the museum with a model of
the crane, which he donated. Les started
working in the dockyard in 1962 and was
responsible for the rebuilt of eleven cranes
in the dockyard converting them from the
dc to ac current. He was also responsible
for the construction of two cranes as
Klawer, the 20 ton crane at the submarine
workshop and the 50 ton crane
at the drydock.

3 January 2019:
VISITS
Rear Admiral (Ret) Yuri Eremiu
from the Russian Navy visited the
museum, seen here in front of the
Russian Arctic Convoys (1941-1945)
display.

The Goliath Cranes at sunset.

31 January 2019: The inaugural meeting
of the Friends of the South African Naval
Museum
was successfully held on Thursday 31 January 2019. Although the turnout was less than
expected on the blustery “night at the museum”, all the objectives were successfully met.
The Officer-in-Charge of the SA Naval Museum, Commander Leon Steyn presented the
activities of the museum to the Friends and reflected on the many successes and growth,
while acknowledging the challenges and opportunities the future holds for the museum.
The nominated chairperson of the Friends, Captain Chris Dooner (Ret) then presented the
proposed Constitution to the Friends. The Friends of the South African Air Force Museum
have been very helpful to assist and the process to establish the Friends have been benchmarked from their established structures. The Friends posed a number of questions to Cdr
Steyn and Capt Dooner, but in turn also offered a number of great ideas. The members
were invited to put their creative caps on for the design of a Friends of the Museum emblem
or badge and this will be opened up to all interested Friends joining in the near future. The
meeting was concluded with some light refreshments and a tour of the museum.

From Left to Right: Cdr Leon Steyn, WO1 Harry Croome, R Adm André Rudman, Dr Kerry Louw,
Mr Grant Duncan, Lt Cdr Glenn von Zeil, Mr John Sutherland, Capt Chris Dooner.

Flag Officer Commanding R Adm (JG) Joseph Dlamini and the Chairperson of the Friends
Captain (Ret) Chris Dooner signing of the Friends of the Museum Constitution.

NEW
BOOK AT
MUSEUM
“We are all in a state of trying to
remember… If the body heals,
but the spirit doesn’t, you’ve got
a problem… And when it comes
to inter-generational traumas
that involve loss of identity and
memory, it is only art that can
help us to excavate lost aspects
of history and go beyond the
literal, beyond facts. Those men
that were swallowed, we do not
remember their names. Like it
or not, we remember ‘Mendi’
in the singular. They have
become Mendi. So too, Mendi
is becoming us. We are Mendi
– we are the commemoration
of that memory.” – Mandla
Mbothwe, artist (Holm, 2017)

Albert Grundlingh’s Fighting Their Own
War (1987) and War and Society (2014),
a number of other books were published
in 2017 and included; Dancing the Death
Drill by Fred Khumalo, Troopship Mendi;
the Black Titanic by Nick Ward, We Die
Like Brothers – the Sinking of the SS Mendi
by John Gribble and Nick Scott, Men of the
Mendi – South Africa’s Forgotten Heroes
of World War I by Brenda Shepherd and
Black Sacrifice – the Sinking of the SS
Mendi by Dr Sandi Baai.

These powerful and true words
encapsulate the “effort of memory”,
now one-hundred and two years after
the sinking of the SS Mendi. While
2017 was indeed an important year of
commemoration; in which the South
African Navy played a significant part; it
remains equally important to continue and
in some cases re-awaken the remembrance
of the SS Mendi. The 21st of February;
Mendi Day; now known as Armed Forces
Day, annually serves as a corporate
reminder to remember. This year’s event
will be held in Cape Town from the 16th
to the 21st of February this year and again
hosted by the South African Navy. https://
af-za.facebook.com/sandfcorpevents/
posts/armed-forces-day-2019-to-behosted-in-the-western-cape-provincethesouth-african/706580353074532/
A myriad of new books; dealing with
the exploits of the SA Native Labour
Contingent (SANLC) during the First
World War (1914-1918) and the tragedy
of SS Mendi; surfaced during 2017,
emphasizing the renewed consciousness
on the topic. Against the earlier seminal
work of Norman Clothier’s Black Valour
(1987) and the academic standards of

Re-Framing SS Mendi – Curating and
Commemorating a ‘Missing’ Memory in
South Africa by Swedish photographer and
visual researcher Susanne Holm, however
strikes a different chord. Holm’s work is
a rich and meaningful visual ethnography
that investigates Mendi “behind the
scenes” so to speak. Ethnography is
the scientific description of people and
cultures with their customs, habits, and
mutual differences. Mainly through her
photography; but definitely not limited to
it; Holm examines the dilemma of “how
to visually and materially reconstruct a
memory from a history that was largely
‘forgotten’”. Re-framing SS Mendi is the
culmination of Holm’s Masters studies in
Visual Ethnography at Leiden University
in the Netherlands that saw her travel
to Cape Town in the Mendi centenary
year. Collaborating with the Centre
for African Studies at the University of
Cape Town she joined the team there to
curate and document the art exhibition
Abantu beMendi that opened to critical
acclaim at the Centre for African Studies
gallery at UCT in February 2017. http://
www.africanstudies.uct.ac.za/cas/
features/2016/mendi
Re-framing SS Mendi is a glossy A3
landscape-sized book of 121 pages that
makes a constant passage between the
past and the present. The story of the
SS Mendi and the men of the SANLC are
recounted and well supported by lesser
known images from the Tim Couzens/
Fred Cornell collection, that were part of
the display at the UCT’s Abantu beMendi
exhibition. Holm also actively documented
the curatorial process of the design and
construction of Abantu beMendi and in
itself her observations, both through the
lens and in text, provides much needed
curatorial exposé to museologist and
museum artists alike. What is perhaps
most striking about the book is the way
certain critical legacies that pertained
to Mendi (1917-1919) are juxtaposed to

the legacies of today (2017-2019), both
artistically and in the narrative.
This is vividly illustrated throughout the
book, but especially so in a poignant image
of the SA Naval Museum and the frigate
SAS Mendi on page 14 of the book.
The book was reprinted for the SA Naval
Museum in January 2019 and the author
traveled to Simon’s Town to personally
sign a number of copies for the museum.
A limited number of signed copies are
available at the museum at R290.00. The
author can be contacted through https://
www.shphotography.org/

FEBRUARY 2019

Armed Forces Day.

8 February 2019
WEDDING

13 & 14 February 2019
The OiC on the oldest ship in the Fleet,

The historic Dockyard Chapel at the
SA Naval Museum is still in active
use and the more joyous occasions
are when naval wedding vows are
exchanged. Chief Petty Officer
Jeffries Rajoo and Sarojini Rajoo tied
the knot in the presence of Chaplain
Moreosele.

SAS Protea during Armed Forces Week – The same age !
Cdr Steyn was born in December 1970, while Protea was laid down in July 1970
(commissioned on 23 May 1972).

The Friends at
work - Johnny Walker

“All writing begins in the sea of experience”
– Barry Lane.

SAS Protea Exercise Atlasur 2018.
Photo: Dean Wingrin

SAS President Kruger
Photo: SA Naval Museum Archives

18 February 2019:
SAS PRESIDENT
KRUGER – 37 YEARS
LATER.
The SA Naval Museum pays homage to
the 16 men that lost their lives in the early
morning hours on the 18th of February
1982, 37 years ago. The display at the
museum is a stark reminder of what
can happen at sea, but also tells of the
camaraderie and valour that saw 173 men
survive the tragic sinking.
Seen here visiting the museum, a survivor,
CPO J.W. Fourie (Ret), that served on
PK in the Electronic Warfare Branch as
an Able Seaman (EWO). He recounted
the events on the night as one of initial
disbelieve and shock, first thinking that
the PK may have hit the submarine SAS
Emily Hobhouse. Then making his way
onto the deck shortly after the collision
observing the fleet replenishment vessel
SAS Tafelberg “so close that I could see
the men on Taffies, almost asking, what
are you guys doing here?” He realized that
PK was in trouble…

21 February 2019
ARMED FORCES DAY / MENDI DAY
Laerskool Paul Greyling in Fishhoek visited Middle North Battery to witness the firing of the Museum’s historic RML cannon.
WO1 Martin Venter (Ret) and WO1 Harry Croome conducted a single firing of the cannon amidst blustery conditions.

MARCH 2019
8 March 2019:
TEA & CAKE
AT THE LORD
NELSON INN
Celebrating our amazing star
cleaning-lady Mrs Ntshobololo’s
(Mamma) birthday with tea &
cake at the Lord Nelson Inn.
(Harry had something else :))

13 March 2019:
Adriaan Jacobs and Ryan Pureveen
from Reutech Solution offered to fix
a rotating radar model. This is a model
of South Africa’s first secret radar
detection station installed in 1942
at Cape Point using the JB system. It
offered protection to the Allied convoys
from enemy U-boats and raiders.

9 March 2019:
Mrs Glynneth Carrington from Fishhoek and her son Mr Nevil Carrington and wife
Doreen visited the museum to personally deliver a 100 year old crocheted pillow case.
The pillow case was crocheted by Mrs Emma Shirley (Mrs Carrington’s grandmother)
during the First World War (1914-1918) and depicts either a dreadnought or battleship
in fine detail. According to Mrs Carrington, her grandmother took part in a competition
to support the war effort at the time and entered the crocheted pillow case, which
has been with the family ever since. The details on the pillow case reveal features
that closely resemble the King George V-class dreadnought battleships built for the
Royal Navy (RN) in the early 1910s and which saw service during the First World
War. What is our reader’s opinion? The pillow case was framed and added to the
museum’s First World War exhibition.
From Wikipedia: “Crochet is a process of creating fabric by interlocking loops of yarn, thread, or
strands of other materials using a crochet hook. The name is derived from the French term crochet,
meaning ‘small hook’.”

april 2019

9 April 2019:
Captain Richard Stephen (Ret)
visited the South African Naval
Museum today. He was “clearing
house” in Pretoria and decided to
donate a number of historical items
to the museum. Until his retirement
in 1997, Captain Stephen was a
long-serving Navy Public Relations
Officer at Navy HQ and instrumental
in many important events, including
Navy 75. The Navy Museum, then
under the command of Commander
Mac Bisset reported to his office
and much of the early development
of the museum can be attributed to
Captain Richard Stephen.

CHAPLAIN’S PERIOD:

On Tuesday mornings Chaplain P.L. Xhallie
graced us with his presence with words
of encouragement and direction. This
was his last appearance at the museum
(appropriately held inside the Dockyard
Chapel) as he retired at the end of April.
We wished him a happy and peaceful
retirement. Hamba kahle umfundisi.
He was replaced
by the new Chaplain
Jennifer van der Ross.

DIGITAL ARCHIVE WORKSHOP:
Two SA Navy Museum personnel members, PO Yumna Phillips and AB Conrad
du Plooy attended the Digitising 101 workshop on 16 April 2019, presented
by the SA Museums Association (SAMA) and David Larsen. The ten steps of
building a digital archive were covered in the workshop at the West Coast Fossil
Park near Langebaanweg. Scoping, Screening, Selecting, Preparing, Capturing,
Describing, Loading, Storing, Accessing and Using. SAMA; of which the museum
is a member; provides specialized museum training that the SA Navy or DoD
cannot specifically provide.

20 April 2019:
FRIENDS OF THE
MUSEUM:

Two very keen “friends” joined the
OiC on Saturday morning for some
in-job training and afterwards
insisted to actually do something
practical. Here is husband and wife
team Grant Duncan (a structural
engineer) and Dr Kerry-Ann Louw
(MBChB, FCPsych, MMed (Psych),
MPhil) inside the Transformation
Display, getting ready to do
their bit!

17 April 2019: LÜDERITZ DELEGATION:
An exciting new museum project is taking
shape in the harbour town of Lüderitz
in Namibia. A maritime museum will
be developed as part of the Lüderitz
waterfront development, funded by the
Namibian government and slated to
open in mid-2020. Dr Angel Tordesillas,
the board chairperson of the Lüderitz
Waterfront Development Company said
“the museum’s main objective besides
attracting tourists to Lüderitz will be to
inspire people of all ages and backgrounds
to understand and appreciate the Atlantic

Coast’s rich maritime heritage through
exhibits, programmes and activities.” A
delegation visited the South African Naval
Museum on 17 April 2019 to gain insights
to the design architecture and display
techniques employed in various museums.
The group in the photo, from left to
right: Mr Fluksman Samuehl, CEO of
the Lüderitz Waterfront Development
Company, a state owned corporation
under which the Museum falls. Mr Andrew
Watson, Architect practicing in Windhoek/

Namibia (responsible for the architectural
works of the Old Power Station where
the Museum will be housed). Dr Angel
Tordesillas, Chairman of the Lüderitz
Waterfront Development Company
and Museum Coordinator, Mr Phil
Mashabane, Controlling shareholder and
CEO of Mashabane and Rose Architects of
Johannesburg (responsible for designing
the architectural requirements of the
Maritime Museum in Lüderitz).

ARE YOU INTERESTED
TO JOIN THE

Go to https://sanavymuseum.co.za/friends-of-themuseum/ for more info or phone the museum at
021 787 4686 or 4622.

APRIL 2019: DONATIONS:

“Parting with sentimental items, but to
still honor the memories of loved ones.”
This can be a difficult proposition for
many families and one of the most obvious
options – to donate historical items to a
museum – is often not the most prudent
choice. To start with, members of the
public has in general, lost their trust
in the ability of museums to properly
curate valuable items – to safely care
for, preserve and ultimately display such
artefacts. Spates of theft and the illadvised deaccessioning of items in recent
times have scarred the reputation of many
museums and with that, the potential for
items to be donated or bequeathed to such
institutions.
The public’s decision to donate personal
items to museums should therefore not
be taken lightly and generally reflect their
trust in a particular museum of choice. The
South African Navy Museum in Simon’s
Town is therefore very pleased to have
seen a steady increase in the donation of
items that have relevance on the history
and heritage of the South African Navy.
Two very significant donations were made
during last few weeks.
Seen in the first photo is the daughter
of the late Lieutenant Commander David
Alfred Hall, DSC & Bar, SANF(V), the first
commanding officer of the Loch class

frigate HMSAS Natal. Mrs Georgina de
Klerk visited the SA Naval Museum on
24 April 2019 to hand over the original
group photo (depicting the crew that
commissioned HMSAS Natal on the 9th of
March 1945 for service during the Second
World War) together with the original
ship’s crest. A scale model of the antisubmarine whaler HMSAS Southern Maid,
which Lt Cdr Hall had commanded in the
Mediterranean earlier in the war was also
presented. Lt Cdr Hall and the crew of
HMSAS Natal famously sunk the German
U-boat U714 on the 14th of March
1945. HMSAS Natal’s feat, so soon after
commissioning was described at the time
as “unique in the annals of the Royal Navy”.
Photo of HMSAS Natal in 1945 (Imperial
War Museum).
In the second photo the curator of the
SA Naval Museum, Commander Leon
Steyn is seen in discussion with Lieutenant
John Hund, who visited the museum on
12 April 2019. Lt Hund served in the
Active Citizen Force (the equivalent of
today’s Reserve Force) during the 1950’s
and had the distinction to serve in three
different “arms of services”. He served
as a radar plotter on the 9.2 inch coast
defence guns at Scala Battery in Simon’s
Town, firstly in 1949/1950 with the Cape
Garrison Artillery (2 Coast Regiment).

Hund was transferred to the newly
established SA Corps of Marines in July
1951, to whom the control of all coast
and anti-aircraft units were transferred.
The SA Corps of Marines was disbanded
in October 1955 and Coast Artillery
units (and Lt Hund) transferred to the
SA Navy, while the anti-aircraft units
returned to the army. In February 1956,
the coast artillery function was abolished
altogether and the coast artillery units
were dis-established in January 1958,
effectively ending Lt Hund’s stint in the
Active Citizen Force. He presented the
Museum with an immaculately maintained
SA Corps of Marines uniform and messkit. At the time the uniform was held in
high regard, as Professor Deon Fourie puts
it, “…the Marines were greatly favoured
for ceremonial (occasions), owing to
their striking dark blue service dress
embellished with orange trouser stripes.
They frequently found (formed) the guard
at Government House when the GovernorGeneral was in Durban or Cape Town…”
The accompanying photo shows
members of the Cape Garrison Artillery
2nd Heavy Battery in Simon’s Town posing
in front of a 9.2 inch coast defence gun.
Redesignated to ‘2 Coast Regiment’ and
transferred to the SA Corps of Marines
in 1951.

MAY 2019

AND ANOTHER
DONATION !
DONATIONS TO
THE MUSEUM:
The SA Naval Museum received another magnificent
donation on 30 April 2019. Mrs Jenny Gibbon
accompanied by her mother Mrs Betty Spencer, donated
a very historic World War 2 Mae West Life Preserver
Vest. Betty’s husband Louie Spencer wore the Mae West
on 5 April 1942 when the cruiser HMS Cornwall was
sunk in what was known as the “Easter Sunday Raid”. The
SA Naval Museum does maintain a Second World War
display and a painting depicting the tragic sinking of the
HMS Cornwall. Many South Africans who served on the
cruiser lost their lives when the ship was sunk. but Louie
Spencer survived the ordeal (thanks to his Mae West!).
It is therefore the intention to add Louie Spencer’s Mae
West to the Cornwall display.

10 May 2019: PO
Precious Mohlala made
a TV appearance
(even though she was already at home
on maternity leave). A previously
recorded insert was broadcasted
on SABC TV on careers in the Force
and the SA Navy and the museum
was included in this. We received an
amazing amount of enquiries from the
public following that broadcast, that
we all had to answer! The Museum
became the Navy’s recruitment centre
for a few days!

17 May 2019:
VISITS TO THE MUSEUM.
An international delegation of the Association of Military Christian Fellowships (MCF),
touring the naval base, visited the SA Naval Museum. Also seen in the photo is the
National Director MCF Captain (Ret) Peter Louwrens.

31 May 2019:
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY

18 May 2019:
FRIENDS OF THE
MUSEUM.
The newly constituted Friends of
the Museum had their first outing on
18 May, selling BoereworsRolls and
cooldrinks at the Museum Day cannon
firing on International Museum Day.
This will become a regular feature at
future museum events.
Thanks Lisa de Wet and team!

The SA Naval Museum participated and contributed to International Museum Day
and International Families Day at Simon’s Town Museum on Friday 17 May 2019. In
partnership with the Cape Town Museum of Childhood and the District Six Museum, a
fun, interactive and commemorative day that focussed on the theme of the ‘street games
we played’ was hosted. The aim of the day was to bring together communities affected
by the forced removals of the 1960s to ‘play’ and reminisce about childhood games. A
number activities and games were played out on the day. Here we see Esn Arno Cronje of
the SA Navy Museum demonstrating navy rope work to the audience, which were each
given a small piece of rope and had to try to “tie the knot”.

JUne 2019
5 June 2019:
Commander Leon Steyn (centre)
was invited by the Paarl Rotary
Club to address the group on the
history of the South African Navy
and the activities of the museum.
Seen here with Rotarian Chubby
Howell (retired admiral) and club
president Eugene Reynders.

12 June 2019:
The Officer-in-Charge assisted the Spanish Consulate greatly with the mounting of
a display to commemorate the first circumnavigation of the world by Magellan and
Elcano 500 years ago. Seen at the opening of the display, the OiC, with the Spanish
Consul General Dr José Pablo Alzina de Aguilar, Flag Officer Commanding R Adm
(JG) Joseph Dlamini and guests at the Castle of Good Hope.

16 June 2019:
YOUTH DAY

June/July 2019:
WINTER
HOLIDAYS AT
THE MUSEUM:

Photo: Michelle Croome.

A beautiful windless winter day greeted
visitors at Middle North Battery above
Simon’s Town on Sunday the 16th of June.
Around sixty members of the public made
their way up the hill and settled on the
grass banks overlooking False Bay, joining
the countdown to experience the sight and
sound of the old RML cannon. Warrant
Officers Martin Venter and Harry Croome
again masterfully loaded and fired the
gun, interspersed by regular commentary

on the history of the battery and the
gun. When the smoke finally cleared
Captain Chris Dooner (the chairperson
of the Friends of the Museum) took those
interested on an informative “underground
bunker tour” of the battery. All the while,
the Friends of the Museum (Lisa de Wet
& family) were braaiing and selling tasty
boereworsrolls and cold cooldrinks, adding
to the atmosphere of the special day. All
and all – a most enjoyable day out!

Just like the much needed rain, the
Cape received its fair share of winter
holiday visitors during the June/July
school holidays. Clear sunny winter
days were interspersed by traditional
rain squalls, but the conditions did
not deter the visitors to stop over
at the South African Naval Museum
in Simon’s Town. A total number
of 1,070 visitors visited during the
month of June.

Even more heartwarming were
the positive comments from those
that visited, as reflected on Google,
TripAdvisor and the museum’s visitor
book. Amongst the many visitors were
the family of the legendary Captain
Jack Netterberg (the Navy’s first
“ice-pilot”). A lovely letter of thanks
and appreciation was received a few
weeks after the visit.

June 2019:
THE FRIDAY PM
CREW
fltr PO Yumna Phillips, WO2 Bev Beukes,
Cdr Leon Steyn. (when the rest of the Fleet
secures early on a Friday – the Museum
goes to work!)

25 June 2019:
Cdr Steyn and AB du Plooy attended the
SA Museums Association (SAMA) Annual
General Meeting at the Rupert Museum in
Stellenbosch, which was followed by a tour
of the impressive new art gallery.

27 June 2019:
R Adm (JG) Peter E. Bitzker’s
(Ret) memorial service was
held on 27 June 2019 in the
St Georges Dockyard Church
– a sad sight – his faithful little
dog joined the family for the
memorial service.

JULy 2019

30 July 2019: VISITS TO THE MUSEUM:
We were honoured to receive visits from curator Wayne Harley and the staff of the
Franschhoek Motor Museum on 29 and 30 July 2019. They chose to visit the Navy Museum
for their annual team-building outing. Thanks to Wayne’s invitation, our staff will reciprocate
with a visit to that most impressive motor museum, later this year!

MUSEUM
BRANDING

I am reminded of the comments of a
well-respected museum curator, of many
years ago (and a different era) that it is
better for the SA Navy Museum to remain
“below the radar”, unnoticed. Times have
changed and today all museums need
to be relevant to justify their position

politically, financially and socially. The SA
Navy Museum has therefore increasingly
used “branding” on its various platforms
to announce its relevance. Our slogan
“Memory of the Fleet” ties in with the
stance. Even our museum vehicle now
shows our identity!

The lights are on but nobody’s home Gosts perhaps - no the OiC inadvertently
left the lights on!

YACHT VOORTREKKER
We reported on the transfer of the yacht Voortrekker to the SA Navy Museum,
as approved by the Chief of the Navy, earlier this year. We are glad to report
that Naval Engineering Service has completed the design of the special cradle
that will bring the yacht into the museum.
When doing research through the archives
to find display material for the planned
exhibition, I came across these photonegatives that show yacht Voortrekker,
skippered by Bertie Reed, on its arrival in
Cape Town at the end of the first leg of the
1982/1983 BOC Challenge. Voortrekker
finished an admirable 2nd behind the more
modern and bigger French yacht Credit
Agricole, skippered by Phillippe Jeantot.
But the black & white photos of 1982
reveals more… – a Westland Wasp
helicopter (serial number 85) from 22
Squadron at Air Force Base Ysterplaat was
in the air that day, to welcome Voortrekker
and Reed back. It turns out that Wasp
number 85 is the very helicopter that is now
at the SA Navy Museum, so many years later

We will remember
the winter of 2019
for the very abundant
outpouring of rain

– on display adjacent to the space that has
been allocated to Voortrekker. Thirty-seven
years later, the Wasp will once again be
there to welcome Voortrekker back when
she arrives!

august 2019
PROJECT TSHINTSHA THE SA NAVY: 25 YEARS
OF DEMOCRACY
A new billboard made its appearance at the
SA Naval Museum, all courtesy of Flag Officer
Fleet’s Project Tshintsha initiative, celebrating
25 Years of Democracy in 2019. Tshintsha is
the Xhosa word for CHANGE.
The 25 year logo can be seen on the billboard.
The return of the Admiralty House Garden
Concerts, Fleet Pulling Regatta, Fleet Review,
Updating of the Navy Roll of Honour and
a Book Project all formed a part of FOF’s
Project Tshintsha initiative.

PROJECT
TSHINTSHSA
BOOK PROJECT
Readers would have read about
some of Flag Officer Fleet’s
initiatives to celebrate 25 Years of
Democracy in the South African
Navy in 2019, such as the Garden
House Concerts, Fleet Pulling
Regatta and Fleet Review. The book
project was another and to that
end, the OiC SA Naval Museum was
tasked to compile a coffee table
styled photo essay book on the
historic events that have transpired
in the last 25 years. With the support
of the design and layout artist CPO
Martin Venter, Navy News, Naval
Publications Unit and FOF himself
a ten month long project was
successfully concluded at the
end of the year.

1 August2019:

PO Yumna Phillips and
AB Conrad du Plooy were
rewarded for good work done,
when they received their first
Good Conduct Stripes.

31 August 2019:
WO1 HARRY CROOME
RETIREMENT:

3 August 2019:
VISITS TO THE
MUSEUM
Retired Warrant Officer Brian McMaster visited the museum on Saturday 3 August to
pay his respects to his late brother Petty Officer Roy Anthony McMaster, who was one of
sixteen men lost in the tragic sinking of the frigate SAS President Kruger on 18 February
1982. Brian went on to lay a bunch of red carnations at the Navy Roll of Honour plaque in
front of Fleet Command Headquarters.

In what has become a great tradition, Flag
Officer Fleet, Rear Admiral B.K. Mhlana
invited members of the Fleet, due to retire
at the end of this month for the customary
farewell ‘stand-easy’. The Naval Command
Council was in sessions and with Chief of
the Navy Vice Admiral M.S. Hlongwane and
the rest of the NCC in attendance, the venue
was Admiralty House. WO1 Croome retired
after 42 years of service in the military. He
was the Warrant Officer-in-Charge of the
Navy Museum since 2012. Harry has done
magnificent work at the museum and in the
bigger Simon’s Town heritage area with
his practical hands-on and do-it-yourself
attitude, to maintain and preserve the many
historical treasures in our area. He was
perhaps best known for his tireless physical
work to revive the old RML cannon at Middle
North Battery, spending many weekends
there with shovel and wheelbarrow in
hand. The regular firings that we all enjoy
today are mainly due to his efforts. Luckily
Harry will not be lost to the museum (or ST)
and have already joined the ‘Friends of the
Museum’ and bluntly admitted that he is
“going nowhere slowly”.

21 August 2019:
VISITS TO THE MUSEUM:
The Grade 10 History classes of Parel Vallei High School (Somerset West) visited the
museum on 21 August. What is so significant about this visit is that the history teacher
had taken his classes to the Castle of Good Hope in Cape Town for many years for their
annual history-outing, but for various reasons decided to switch to the SA Naval Museum.
We hope to see them again! Seen with the group, the tour guide Esn Arno Cronje.

23 August 2019:
SA NAVAL MUSEUM
MOBILE DISPLAY.

Museum Weekend
Duty Staff.

The museum was back in Strand for the
Naval College Gala Concert with the Navy
Band for the sixth successive year.

26 August 2019:

In 2019 Flag Officer Fleet, Rear Admiral (JG) B.K. Mhlana announced that the Fleet pulling
regatta would be revived for the first time in fourteen years, as part of the South African
Navy’s ‘25 Years of Democracy’ celebrations. The event was successfully hosted at Naval
Base Simon’s Town on Monday 26 August 2019. There is a rich history and tradition behind
this event and its coveted prize and the SA Navy Museum provided a host of archival
documentation and information to the organisers of the event.

Friendly uniformity - what
a joy to see such passion.
AB Mbiza, LS Debeila,
CPO Phule.

september 2019

17 September 2019: A PROUD MOMENT THE SOUTH AFRICAN NAVY - 25 YEARS
OF DEMOCRACY.
The compiler of the book, Cdr Steyn collecting the first fifty copies of the new books at CTP
Printers in Cape Town, in time for Chief of the Navy’s book launch on 19 September. The
book project all formed part of the Project Tshintsha activities, which included a Chief of
the Navy Fleet Review, the naming of the new Flag Officer Commanding Headquarters and
a Remembrance Service.

15 September 2019:
79th Battle of Britain
Remembrance service
held at the SA Naval
Museum Dockyard
Church.

The updating of the South African Navy Roll of Honour was initiated by Flag Officer Fleet, Rear Admiral
B.K. Mhlana, as part of the Project TSHINTSHA initiative in 2019. The Navy’s Roll of Honour is most
prominently displayed on the Wall of Remembrance, where the names of those members who have died
on active duty (on service/in the line of duty) are engraved on panels, in front of the Fleet Command
Headquarters building in Simon’s Town. The panels on the Wall of Remembrance contained the names
of four groups, namely;
a) members of the Royal Naval Volunteers
Reserve (South African Division) who lost
their lives during the First World War
(1914-1918);
b) members of the South African Naval
Forces and South Africans seconded to the
Royal Navy, who lost their lives during the
Second World War (1939 -1945) – listed
per ship/unit;
c) members of the SAS PRESIDENT
KRUGER who lost their lives when
the frigate sank on 18 February 1982,
following a collision at sea;
d) members of the former South African
Marines Corps who lost their lives on
operational service during the period
1979 – 1990.
Individual deaths on active duty (on
service/in the line of duty) outside
these four groups have previously not
been recognised on the Navy’s Wall of
Remembrance.
The former South African Defence Force
(SADF) maintained an official Roll of
Honour for the period 1966 – 1989, which
covered the period of the South West
Africa / Angolan conflict or the “Bush
War” as it was known. An annual memorial
service was held by the former SADF
at Fort Klapperkop in Pretoria where
the official Wall of Remembrance was
maintained. The updating of the official

SADF Roll of Honour however ceased after
1993. The activity was however continued
on a decentralised basis and many military
units (and independent organisations)
continued to maintain their own RoH and
Walls of Remembrance after 1994, to
remember their fallen.
The South African Air Force continues to
maintain a Roll of Honour and associated
Wall of Remembrance at Bays Hill above
Air Force Base Swartkop, where an annual
memorial service is held on the first
Sunday of February. During this occasion
the names of those who have passed
away on active duty (on service/in the
line of duty) are added to the SAAF Roll of
Honour and Wall of Remembrance.
The South African Navy Roll of Honour
displayed on the Wall of Remembrance
in front of Fleet Command Headquarters,
has therefore now been updated through
the work of the SA Naval Museum and
was unveiled by Chief of the South African
Navy, Vice Admiral M.S. Hlongwane on
20 September 2019.
The names of members that have passed
away on active duty (on service/in the line
of duty) will now be added progressively
each year and displayed on three new
panels, subdivided into three sections
or eras.

Section I: 1946 to 1960 (the post-war
South African Naval Service and South
African Navy)
Section II: 1961 to 1993 (1961 – the
becoming of the Republic – and
27 April 1994 – the birth of the new
South African National Defence Force
and South African Navy)
Section III: 1994 – (27 April 1994 – The
birth of the South African National
Defence Force and South African Navy)
It must be emphasised, that this is an
ongoing project that will allow for the
addition of names on an annual basis, in
future. The Curator of the South African
Naval Museum Commander Leon Steyn
can be contacted in this regard.

24 September 2019:
HERITAGE DAY

oCtober 2019

The Curator of the SA Naval Museum, Commander Leon Steyn, filling up
the last space on the wall with the museum’s latest award.

22-24 October 2019: The 83rd annual SA Museums Association
(SAMA) National Conference was held in Pietermaritzburg.
Although the SA Naval Museum did
not attend this year’s conference, but
in abesentia nevertheless entered the
Publications Awards competition and won
Category C for the best Museum Website!
The new SA Naval Museum website was
designed by Ansel van Schalkwyk with
conceptualization and content provided
by Commander Leon Steyn and launched
towards the end of 2018. The development
of the website stems from the need to
provide a reliable and attractive social
media platform that would be accessible
to the general public and from which other
social media platforms such as facebook
and twitter could be anchored.

VISIT

VISIT

An honours student
Hillary Hendricks visited the
museum to conduct interviews
with the personnel for her
archival studies.

Visitors from the United Kingdom
- the family of the late Reverend
George Whittaker - Chaplain in
Simon’s Town 1936

The website is updated on a regular basis
with news articles and events information.
Visit the website at www.sanavymuseum.co.za

18 & 19 October 2019: The South African
Naval Museum hosted the annual Congress
of the South African Society for Cultural
History (SASCH).
We are proud that the Society
elected the SA Naval Museum as
its venue for this year’s congress.
SASCH is an academic society,
established in 1982, with the
purpose of promoting Cultural
History as a discipline in South
Africa. The Society arranges
congresses, conferences and
seminars on Cultural History,
encourages research and
publication of scientific articles
of a cultural historical nature,
make recommendations to
authorities and organisations
regarding the conservation of
South African heritage and
establish contact between
cultural historians and
other interested
persons and parties.

On 31 October Flag Officer Fleet,
Rear Admiral Mhlana awarded
commendation certificates to those
that made contributions towards the
Project Tshintsha initiative.
Shortly after the successful book
launch, Flag Officer Fleet received
this letter of thanks from former Chief
of the Navy Vice Admiral Robert
Simpson-Anderson.

2019 dankie

We do not always
get letters of
thanks !

“one of the
better
organised
congresses”.

“a great
success”

27 October 2019:
ADMIRALTY
HOUSE GARDEN
CONCERT & BOOK
LAUNCH

“you set
a high
standard”

“excellent
arrangements”

“the food and
excursions were
excellent”

Please note that this event has been
cancelled due to predictions of heavy
rain in Simon’s Town on Sunday. New
date will be advised. Things don’t
always work out as planned!

november 2019

11 November 2019: ARMISTICE DAY
(also known as Poppy Day or Remembrance Day)
is a memorial day observed in
Commonwealth countries since
the end of the First World War to
remember the members of their
armed forces who have died in
the line of duty. This day, is also
recognized as a special day for
war remembrances in many nonCommonwealth countries. Armistice
Day is observed on 11 November to
recall the end of hostilities of the First
World War, on that date in 1918.
As part of its observance of Armistice
Day, the SA Naval Museum annually
conducts a firing of its historic Rifled
Muzzle Loader gun at Middle North
battery on 11 November at exactly
11:00. Members of the public are
welcome to attended the firing, after
which two minutes of silence are
observed, for those fallen.

Why the Poppy?
The poppy has a long association with Remembrance Day. But how did
the distinctive red flower become such a potent symbol of our
remembrance of the sacrifices made in past wars?
Scarlet corn poppies (popaver rhoeas) grow naturally in conditions of
disturbed earth throughout Western Europe. The destruction brought
by the Napoleonic wars of the early 19th Century transformed bare
land into fields of blood red poppies, growing around the bodies of
fallen soldiers.
In late 1914, the fields of Northern France and Flanders were once again
ripped open as World War One raged through Europe’s heart. Once the
conflict was over the poppy was one of the only plants to grow on the
otherwise barren battlefields.
The significance of the poppy as a lasting memorial symbol to the fallen
was realised by the Canadian surgeon John McCrae in his poem In
Flanders Fields. The poppy came to represent the immeasurable sacrifice
made by his comrades and quickly became a lasting memorial to those
who died in World War One and later conflicts.

November 2019:
ADMIRAL SIR JOHN
DURNFORD UNIFORM
DONATION.
The Royal Navy uniform of Admiral Sir
John Durnford G.C.B., D.S.O. (6 February
1849 – 13 June 1914) was donated to
the museum by his great-nephew Patrick
Durnford and shipped from the United
Kingdom in November (thanks to John
Ryall of Cape Town who provided space
for the items in his shipping container).
Admiral Durnford was the Commanderin-Chief, Cape of Good Hope Station
at Simon’s Town from 1904 to 1907
and would have been a resident of our
Admiralty House during that time. The
uniform was put on display, in time for his
great-grand daughter, Rosemary’s visit to
the museum on 17 November 2019.

PELS & ZOON ORGAN DOCKYARD CHAPEL.
The 67 year old organ that graces the
front of the historic Dockyard Chapel,
was built by Pels & Zoon Organ
builders of Alkmaar in Holland and
installed by R. Muller organ builders
of Cape Town in 1952. The organ was
the result of the devoted efforts of
the congregation of HM Dockyard
Church Simon’s Town who raised
the required 1500 pounds within a
period of six months. The organ was
dedicated by his grace the Archbishop
of Cape Town on 10 August 1952. The
organ is still regularly played during
memorial services, funerals, weddings
and baptisms, although professionally
trained organists are now becoming a
bit of a rarity.

14 November 2019:
The Museum always assists. The SA Naval Museum received many requests
from the Fleet (Public Relations) “at short notice” to accommodate SANDF
groups for impromptu guided tours – and we have always complied. Seen here
a visiting group of officers from 1 Parachute Battalion, Tempe, Bloemfontein.

22 November 2019:
STAFF END OF THE YEAR FUNCTION
at the V&A Waterfront. A lovely boat ride (at a discounted rate that was organised by
CPO Zeeman) and tasty lunch at Spur (PO Mohala convinced us to go there).

FRIENDS
AT WORK:
Mr David Erickson makes a great
contribution every week, when he
winds up our historic clock to ensure
that it keeps time accurately.

DECember 2019
HOLIDAYS

The December holiday period have always been our busiest time
with close to 2500 holidaymakers visiting the museum
during the festive season. This December was no exception!
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MESSAGE 2020:
The Officer-in-Charge and staff of
the South African Naval Museum
wish you a happy new year.
A New year, with new
plans, and new memories
to be made.
Wishing you all
the best in 2020!

Access from the Main Road,
(Station Road / St George’s Street)
GPS coordinates
34°11’31.50”S 18°25’40.03”E
Open daily 09:30 – 15:30
Except Good Friday, Christmas Day,
Day of Goodwill & New Years Day
Private Bag X1,
Simon’s Town, 7995, South Africa
Tel: 021 787 4686 / 4635 / 4622
Email: info@sanavymuseum.co.za
Website: www.sanavymuseum.co.za

